Unit Six
A. Instructional Objectives 

1. Knowledge: Education and learning are becoming increasingly important now than ever in the world. Annie Murphy Paul explores the significance of parental involvement in children’s educational achievement. In Text A, “Why Parenting Is More Important Than Schools?” she points out that parents should do more two-way talking with their kids so that they can foster the kids’ success at school. In Text B, “Born to Be Bright: Is There a Gene for Learning?” she describes that there does exist a kind of gene for students to learn better and faster than other kids. But it is not only genes that can affect students’ academic performance, but also support and encouragement on parents’ side and persistence on students’ side that can help students with their school work. Last but not least, genes are not as important as students’ hard work and growth mind-set.
2. Comprehension: The teacher should broaden students’ vision by acquainting them with the fact that parents play a very important role in education and that parents should talk with their kids as often as possible. The talking is mainly centered on useful knowledge, such as numbers and counting. And parents should encourage and support their kids to learn rather than scold or blame them. Parents should realize the significance of their involvement in their kids’ academic accomplishment.
3. Application: First of all, students should master the words, phrases and useful expressions in this unit. Students can finish all the exercises after each text on their own. Students should be encouraged to know the importance of parents’ involvement in their performance and start right now to do more talking with their parents.
4. Analysis: After learning this unit, students should be able to analyze the structure of the text and generalize the main idea of each part. In addition, the teacher can guide students to analyze the practical meaning of each text in order to be conscious of the parents’ influence in their kids’ academic performance. Ask students how much their parents did for them before they entered the university and what they can do now in return.
5. Synthesis: Based on the understanding of the text, students can write a similar article to express their own opinions about education, or they may have quite different opinions about success at school, and the teacher should encourage them to express their own thoughts. Or a debate will be held by students who have different opinions.

B. Procedures and Methods 
Eight teaching periods are needed to cover the present unit, among which six periods are for Module One Reading Enhancement, and the other two periods for Module Two Practice and Progress. 
Module One Reading Enhancement
1. Period One: 

· Step One: Warming up

The instructor can first explain some difficult words in the three quoted sentences such as, commence, knee, hearsay, formation, progressive, ignorance, bitter, and then give some comments on the following sentences, “Education commences at the mother's knee, and every word spoken within the hearsay of children tends towards the formation of character” (sentence No.1), “Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance.” (sentence No.2), “The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” (sentence No.3), and finally ask students to talk about with their personal experiences the questions, “Do you think it is very important to learn from our parents? Why?”, “Have you ever gained any pleasure from your education?”  

This step shall take no more than 10 minutes. 

· Step Two: watching and discussing

First, let the students have a brief look at the words and expressions below, tell them they will hear them in the video and then play the video. Second, let the students watch the video again and answer the following questions.

This step shall take no more than 10 minutes. 
· Step Three: Text teaching: Why Parenting Is More Important Than Schools
Firstly, before delving into the text, ask students some general questions related to the topic (Pre-reading Questions), and then the instructor can first guide the students through Proper Nouns, and Cultural Analysis in each paragraph, and then ask them to scan the whole text while thinking about the following questions, and finally ask several students to answer some text-based questions.

With the help of the above questions, students must have a better understanding of the whole text,and then the text organizational chart (Part III of Reading & Appreciating) will be presented so that the students can expand each episode. 

This step shall take no more than 25 minutes. 

2. Period Two: 

In this period, the instructor can start the detailed study of the text and go through the text paragraph by paragraph. 

Notes to Para. 1
1. Given all the roiling debates about how America’s children should be taught, it may come as a surprise to learn that students spend less than 15% of their time in school.

given  prep.
taking into account 考虑到

e.g. Given the complexity of the task, they did a good job. 考虑到任务的复杂性，他们表现得不错。

debate

n.

a formal discussion on a particular matter in a public meeting or legislative assembly, in which opposing arguments are put forward and which usually ends with a vote 正式讨论；争论
v.

argue about (a subject), especially in a formal manner 争论；讨论
e.g. They had been debating for several hours without reaching a conclusion. 他们已经争论了好几个小时，仍然没有得出结论。
2. A study published earlier this month by researchers at North Carolina State University, Brigham Young University and the University of California-Irvine, for example, finds that parental involvement—checking homework, attending school meetings and events, discussing school activities at home—has a more powerful influence on students’ academic performance than anything about the school the students attend.

event   n.
a thing that happens or takes place, especially one of importance 事情；事件（尤指重大事件）   

academic  adj. 
of or relating to education and scholarship 和学问有关的；学术的
performance   n.
1. the process of doing a job or action 表现
2. an act of staging or presenting a play, concert, or other forms of entertainment 演出；表演
e.g. Don Giovanni had its first performance in 1787.《唐璜》在1787年首次上演。
attend  v.
be present at (an event, meeting, etc.) 出席；参加

3. Another study, published in the Review of Economics and Statistics, reports that the effort put forth by parents (reading stories aloud, meeting with teachers) has a bigger impact on their children’s educational achievement than the effort expended by either teachers or the students themselves. 
economics    n.
the branch of knowledge concerned with the production, consumption, and transfer of wealth 经济学
statistics    n.
the practice or science of collecting and analyzing numerical data in large quantities, especially for the purpose of inferring proportions in a whole from those in a representative sample 统计学
put forth
to present; propose 提出；建议
e.g. Think about what the world would be like if these ideas had never been put forth. 想想看，假如这些观念不曾被提出，我们的世界会是什么样子。
impact   n.
1. the action of one object coming forcibly into contact with another 撞击；碰撞；冲击
2. the effect or influence of one person, thing, or action, on another 效果；影响
have a strong effect 产生强烈影响
e.g. Our regional measures have had a significant impact on unemployment. 我们地区的措施对失业有重大影响。

achievement   n.
a thing done successfully, typically by effort, courage, or skill（尤指通过努力、勇气或技术取得的）成功；成就
e.g. To reach this stage is a great achievement. 达到这一阶段是伟大的成就。
4. And a third study concludes that schools would have to increase their spending by more than $1,000 per pupil in order to achieve the same results that are gained with parental involvement. 
achieve  v.
reach, attain, or successfully bring about (a desired objective, level, or result) by effort, skill, or courage 达到；取得，获得；实现（目标，水平，结果）
e.g. You will achieve your ambition if you work hard. 如果你努力，你的抱负是可以实现的。
Notes to Para. 2
5. So parents matter—a point made clear by decades of research showing that a major part of the academic advantage held by children from affluent families comes from the “concerted cultivation of children” as compared to the more laissez-faire2 style of parenting common in working-class families.

cultivation   n.
教养；优雅；耕种；开垦；培养
cultivate  v.
try to acquire or develop (a quality, sentiment, or skill) 培养；养成（某种素质，情趣或技能）
e.g. She cultivated her mind by reading many books. 她博览群书以修身养性。
as compared to
相对于；同……相比
e.g. The monarchy is much weaker now as compared to the past. 现在皇室的力量比以前弱多了。
6. But this research also reveals something else: parents, of all backgrounds, don’t need to buy expensive educational toys or digital devices for their kids in order to give them an edge. 

reveal   v.
1. make (previously unknown or secret information) known to others（先前未知或秘密信息）透露；泄露；揭露
e.g. Brenda was forced to reveal Robbie’s whereabouts. 布伦达被迫说出了罗比的下落。
2. cause or allow (something) to be seen 使显露；展现；显示
e.g. The clouds were breaking up to reveal a clear blue sky. 云正在消散，露出了湛蓝的天空。
background  n.

背景
digital  a.
relating to or using signals or information represented by discrete values of a physical quantity such as voltage or magnetic polarization 数字的；数字化的
give … an edge
给……以优势
e.g. His emphasis on design and ease of use gave him the edge later on. 他对设计和易于使用性的强调使得他后来占据优势。
7. They don’t need to drive their offspring to enrichment classes or test preparatory courses. 

course   n.
1. a series of lectures or lessons in a particular subject, typically leading to a qualification（多指可得到证书的）（某一学科的）讲课；课程
2. the way in which something progresses or develops 进展；进程；过程 

Notes to Para. 3
8. But not just any talk. Although a well-known research by psychologists Betty Hart and Todd Risley has shown that professional parents talk more to their children than less-affluent parents—a lot more, resulting in a 30 million “word gap” by the time children reach age three—more recent research is refining our sense of exactly what kinds of talk at home foster children’s success at school. 
well-known  a.
known widely or thoroughly 出名的

professional   a.
of, relating to, or belonging to a profession 职业的；专业的
a person engaged or qualified in a profession 专业人员；专家
e.g. She was a real professional on stage. 她在舞台上是个十足的内行。
result in
as a result of 导致，结果是
e.g. The fire resulted in damage to their property. 他们的财产因火灾蒙受了损失。
refine   v.
1. remove impurities or unwanted elements from (a substance), typically as part of an industrial process 提炼；精炼；精制
2. improve (something) by making small changes, in particular make (an idea, theory, or method) more subtle and accurate 加工；深化（尤指想法、理论或方法的改进）
e.g. Reading good books helps to refine one’s speech. 阅读好的书籍有助于一个人的言谈文雅。
9. For example, a study conducted by researchers at the UCLA School of Public Health and published in the journal Pediatrics found that two-way adult-child conversations were six times as potent in promoting language development as interludes in which the adult did all the talking.  

conduct   v.
organize and carry out; lead or guide 组织；执行；实施；领导；引导
 n. 
the manner in which a person behaves, especially on a particular occasion or in a particular context 行为方式；举止；品行
e.g. In the second trial he conducted his own defense. 在第二次审讯中，他为自己进行辩护。
10. Engaging in this reciprocal back-and-forth gives children a chance to try out language for themselves, and also gives them the sense that their thoughts and opinions matter.  

engage   vi.
(engage in) participate or become involved in 参加；从事；卷入
e.g. Some are actively engaged in planting trees. 一些人积极参加植树活动。
try out
尝试；试行；试验
e.g. Let’s try out this measure to tackle our problems. 让我们尝试用这种方法来解决我们的问题。
11. As they grow older, this feeling helps middle- and upper-class kids develop into assertive advocates for their own interests, while working-class students tend to avoid asking for help or arguing their own case with teachers, according to research presented at American Sociological Association conference earlier this year.  

middle-class  a.
中层社会的；中产阶级的

avoid v.
keep away from or stop oneself from doing (something) 回避；避免（做某事）
e.g. He avoided answering my questions. 他避而不答我的问题。

case  n.
an instance of a particular situation; an example of something occurring 情形；事例；实例
e.g. In many cases farmers do have a deep feeling for their land. 在许多情形下，农民确实对他们的土地有着深厚的感情。

present   v.
give something to (someone) formally or ceremonially郑重赠与；授予
e.g. The mayor presented him with a gold medal at an official city reception. 市长在一次正式的市招待会上给他颁发了一枚金质奖章。

conference   n.
a formal meeting which typically takes place over a number of days and involves people with a shared interest, especially one held regularly by an association or organization （尤指协会、机构等定期召开的）正式会议
Notes to Para. 4
12. The content of parents’ conversations with kids matters, too. 

conversation  

n.

a talk, especially an informal one, between two or more people, in which news and ideas are exchanged （尤指非正式的）谈话
e.g. She picked up the phone and held a conversation in French. 她拿起电话，开始用法语交谈起来。
13. Children who hear talk about counting and numbers at home start school with much more extensive mathematical knowledge, report researchers from the University of Chicago—knowledge that predicts future achievement in the subject. 

extensive  

a.

covering or affecting a large area 广阔的；广大的

mathematical   a.
of or relating to mathematics 数学的

predict  v.
say or estimate that (a specified thing) will happen in the future or will be a consequence of something 断言；预言
e.g. It is too early to predict a result. 现在就预言结果为时过早。
14. Psychologist Susan Levine, who led the study on number words, has also found that the amount of talk young children hear about the spatial properties of the physical world—how big or small or round or sharp objects are—predicts kids’ problem-solving abilities as they prepare to enter kindergarten.   

amount   n.
a quantity of something, especially the total of a thing or things in number, size, value, or extent 数量；总额
v.

come to be (the total) when added together 总计
e.g. Losses amounted to over 10 million pounds. 损失总计超过1,000万英镑。
property  n.
1. an attribute, quality, or characteristic of something 特性；性质；性能
2. a thing or things belonging to someone; possessions collectively 个人财产，资产；所有物
kindergarten n.
幼儿园

Notes to Para. 5
15. And again, the way mothers and fathers talk to their middle-school students makes a difference. 

makes a difference   
有差别；有影响；有关系
e.g. You have to be very exact in this job, because a small mistake can make a big difference. 在这个工作中你要很严谨，因为一个小失误可能会导致巨大差别。
16. Research by Nancy Hill, a vice-director at Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education, finds that parents play an important role in what Hill calls “academic socialization”—setting expectations and making connections between current behaviors and future goals (going to college, getting a good job)3 .
play an important role in  
起到重要作用；扮演重要的角色
e.g. Hospitals play an important role in the health care system. 医院在医疗制度中起着很重要的作用。
expectation  n.
a strong belief that something will happen or be the case in the future 预计；预期
goal  n.
the object of a person’s ambition or effort; an aim or desired result（人进取或努力的）目标；目的；期望的结果
17. Engaging in these sorts of conversations, Hill reports, has a greater impact on educational accomplishment than volunteering at a child’s school or going to PTA meetings, or even taking children to libraries and museums. 

have impact on  

affect, impact of, hit, reach, work on 影响；对……冲击；碰撞
e.g. This book has a far-reaching impact on readers. 这本书对读者产生了深远的影响。

accomplish  v.
achieve or complete successfully 达到；完成；实现
e.g. The role of a judge is to accomplish fairness. 法官的职责是实现公平。

accomplishment    n.
something that has been achieved successfully 成就；成绩
e.g. The series of paintings is quite an accomplishment. 这一系列的绘画真是了不起的成就。

volunteer  v.
1. freely offer to do something 自愿
2. offer (help) in a spontaneous way 主动提供（帮助）
e.g. He volunteered his services as a driver for us. 他自愿给我们当司机。

n.

a person who freely offers to take part in an enterprise or undertake a task 志愿者
3. Period Three and Four
· Step One: Post-reading interaction

After the text teaching, the instructor can have the students listen to the recording of the whole text and see if they have any questions. Then ask students to read the paragraph in part II of Reading & Appreciating, and learn it by heart, and then ask several students to recite it. 

      This step shall take 10 minutes.
· Step Two: Working with words and phrases 
Ask students to do Part IV & Part V of Language Focus for the consolidation of text learning. While checking the answers, make explanations when necessary. 

      This step shall take 10 minutes. 

· Step Three: grammar teaching 
First, the instructor can show students with some examples the the prefix vice- which is a combining form meaning “deputy”, used in the formation of compound words, usually titles of officials who serve in the absence of the official denoted by the base word. More examples of prefix are as follows:

over- : 1) across, above 横越；在……之上 (overland, overhead, overskirt) 

      2) to excess, too much 过度；过多 (overcharge, overwork, overpay)

under- : 1) located beneath 在……下面的 (undercurrent, undergrowth, underground) 

       2) not enough 不足；过少；过低 (underestimate, undervalue, underpay)

       3) lower in rank or importance 低于；次于；副 (undersecretary, understudy, underling)

post- : after 在……之后的 (postscript, posthumous, postgraduate)

And then ask students to do the excise.(Part VI)
Second, the instructor can illustrate with examples the usage of Infinitives including to-infinitive and bare infinitive, as follows:

The to-infinitive

1.  The full infinitive can function as a noun phrase. In this case it is used as follows:

a) as a subject
e.g. Given all the roiling debates about how America’s children should be taught, it may come as a surprise to learn that students spend less than 15% of their time in school. (Here, “it” is a formal subject, and the real subject is to-infinitive.)

b) as an object
e.g. …parents, of all backgrounds, don’t need to buy expensive educational toys or digital devices for their kids… 
2.  It can also be used as an adjective or adverb.
e.g. It is true that in recent years, scientists have produced a growing number of studies linking the capacity to learn to specific genes. (“To learn” is used as an adjective modifying the noun “capacity”.)

They don’t need to drive their offspring to enrichment classes or test preparatory courses. (In this sentence, the to-infinitive functions as an adverb.)

3.  It is also used to mean “in order to” to express purpose.
e.g. And a third study concludes that schools would have to increase their spending by more than $1,000 per pupil (in order) to achieve the same results that are gained with parental involvement.
The bare infinitive

1.  The bare infinitive is used as the main verb after the auxiliary verb “do”, or most modal auxiliary verbs (such as will, can, should, etc.)
e.g. I do know him. 
I can do it. 

2.  Several common verbs of perception, including see, watch, hear, feel, and sense take a direct object and a bare infinitive.
e.g. I saw it happen.
I watched it happen.

3.  The bare infinitive is also used with several common verbs of permission or causation, including make, bid, let, and have. 
e.g. I made/bade/let/had him do it. 
However, “make” takes a to-infinitive form in the passive voice.
e.g. I was made to do it.

4.  The bare infinitive is also used after had better, help, why.
e.g. You had better leave now.
    He helped them do it. (“He helped them to do it.” is also right.) 

    Why not take a holiday?
And then ask students to do the excise.(Part VII)
      This step shall take 10 minutes. 
· Step Four: Practice: translation
When doing VIII (passage translation), ask them to review the words they have learned in Text A, and explain some difficult words such as matter, decades of , academic, held by, affluent, concerted, as compared to, laissez-faire, parenting, reveal, digital devices, give them an edge, offspring, enrichment, preparatory, and then ask them to translate the whole passage into Chinese.

When doing IX(sentence translation), first explain the meaning and usage of the words given in the brackets, and moreover tell the students the English translation of some difficult Chinese words, as well as what sentence structure they can use if it’s a complicated and difficult one, and then ask them to translate the Chinese sentences into English.
   Finally ask them to compare their translation with the reference answers to improve their translation skills. 

This step shall take no more than 60 minutes.  
4. Period Five and Six:

· Step One: Warming up

The instructor can first explain some difficult words like, “brightness, dependent”, and then

ask students to talk about questions like, “Are you a bright student? What determines one’s brightness in your view?”, “How much do you know about genes? Is our learning ability dependent on some kind of genes?” (Pre-reading Questions) 

This step shall take no more than 10 minutes. 

· Step Two: Text teaching: Born to Be Bright: Is There a Gene for Learning?
The instructor can first guide the students through Proper Nouns, and Cultural Analysis in each paragraph, and then ask them to scan the whole text while thinking about the following questions, and finally ask several students to answer some text-based questions. (part 1 of Reading & Exploring)

This step shall take no more than 25 minutes. 

· Step Three: the detailed study of the text: Born to Be Bright: Is There a Gene for Learning?
With the help of the above questions, students must have a better understanding of the whole text,and then the instructor can start the detailed study of the text and go through the text paragraph by paragraph. 

Words & Expressions
gene  

n.
[C] unit in chromosome controlling heredity（生物）遗传因子；基因

genetic  adj.
of genes; of genetics 遗传因子的；遗传学的

associate    v.
1. (~ with) join or connect 联合；联系
e.g. We associate Egypt with the Nile. 我们一般将埃及和尼罗河联系起来。

2. (~ with) be often in the company of 与……常在一起；与……为友
e.g. Don’t associate with dishonest boys. 不要和不诚实的男孩子混在一起。

psychology  n.
[U] science, study of the mind and its processes 心理学

involve    v.

1. have as a necessary consequence 产生某种必然结果；牵扯；包含

e.g. The war involved a great increase in the national debt. 战争使得国债大为增加。

2. cause (sb. or sth.) to be caught or mixed up (in trouble, etc.); get (sb. or sth.) into a complicated or difficult condition 使陷入（麻烦等中）；使卷入复杂或困难的境地

e.g. They are deeply involved in debt. 他们债台高筑。
regulate    v.

1. adjust (an apparatus, mechanism) to get the desired result 调整；校准（仪器，机械）

e.g. regulate a clock 校准钟表 

2. control systematically; cause to obey a rule or standard 有系统地管理；节制；使遵守规则或符合标准

e.g. Accidents happen even in the best regulated families. 家规再严，事端难免。  

intelligence   n.
[U] the power of perceiving, learning, understanding and knowing; mental ability 智力；才智

e.g. The children were given an intelligence test. 孩子们进行了智力测试。

notion  n. 

[C] idea; opinion 观念；意见

e.g. I have no notion of what he means. 我不知道他什么意思。

influence  v.

have an effect on 影响

e.g. He was influenced by a high-school biology teacher to take up the study of medicine. 他学医是因为受到高中生物老师的影响。

acceptance  n.


[U] 1. approval; favorable reception 赞成

e.g. The proposal met with general acceptance. 这个建议获得普遍认同。

2. accepting or being accepted 接受；同意；认可

capacity  n.

[U] ability to hold, contain, get hold of, learn  things/qualities/ideas, etc. 容纳力；理解力；能量；效能

e.g. The hall has a seating capacity of 500. 这个大厅可以容纳500人。

variation   n.

[C,U] (degree of) varying or being variant 变异；异差；变异的程度

e.g. variation of pressure/temperature 压力（温度）的异差

perform  v.


工作；表现

e.g. Although she had never been interviewed on TV before, she performed well. 她表现得很好，尽管她从未在电视上被采访过。 

1. do (a piece of work, sth. one is ordered to do, sth. one has promised to do) 执行；履行；完成

e.g. perform a contract 履行合同

2. act (a play); play (music); sing or do tricks before an audience 演出；演奏；唱；表演

attribute   v.
(~ to) consider as a quality of, as being the result of, as coming from 把……归因于

e.g. He attributes his success to hard work. 他把自己的成功归因于努力工作。

complex   a.
made up of closely connected parts; difficult to understand or explain 复杂的；复合的

e.g. a complex situation 一个复杂的情况

acknowledge  v.
confess, admit the truth, existence or reality of 承认；供认

e.g. He refused to acknowledge that he was defeated. 他拒绝承认他被打败了。

context  n.
1. [ C, U ] circumstances in which an event occurs （某一事件发生的）环境；背景

e.g. It is important to see all the fighting and bloodshed in his plays in historical context. 结合历史背景解读他戏剧作品中所有的争斗和流血事件，这点很重要。

2. what comes before or after a word, phrase, statement, etc. helping to fix the meaning （词、短语、句子等的前后可帮助确定其意义的）上下文

e.g. You can guess the meaning of the word from the context. 你可以根据上下文来猜测词意。

indicate  v.
show sth. esp. by pointing; be a sign of 指示；指出；显示

realm  n.
(fig.) region（喻）区域；领域

demonstrate  v.
1. show clearly by giving proof(s) or example(s) 举例证明；演示

e.g. The salesman demonstrated the new washing-machine. 销售人员展示了新的洗衣机。

2. take part in a demonstration 示威；参加示威运动

e.g. The workers marched through the streets with flags and banners to demonstrate against the rising cost of living. 工人们在街上游行，手执旗帜示威，抗议生活费用的高涨。

challenge  

n.

invitation or call to play a game, run a race, have a fight, etc. to see who is better, stronger, etc. 比赛；挑战
e.g. Exploring outer space is a challenge to mankind. 探索外太空是对人类的挑战。

v.

give, send, or be a challenge to 挑战；挑衅

e.g. He left a note at the scene of the crime, challenging detectives to catch him. 他在作案现场留了一张纸条，挑衅侦探们去抓他。

perspective   n.
（观察问题的）视角；观点；想法

e.g. He tends to view most issues from a religious perspective. 他倾向于从宗教的角度分析大多数问题。

be likely to  


to be expected 很可能的

e.g. He is very likely to succeed. 他一定会成功。

a growing number of


越来越多的

e.g. A growing number of people began to pay more attention to their health. 越来越多的人开始关注自身的健康问题。

relate …to     


have reference to 与……有关

e.g. It is difficult to relate cause and effect in this case. 很难将本案中的原因和结果联系起来。

warn against


give (sb.) notice of possible danger or unpleasant consequences; inform in advance of what may happen 警告；警戒；提醒

e.g. I warn you against doing that again. 我警告你再也不要那样做了。

account for


（在数量、比例方面）占比例

e.g. Social security accounts for about a third of total public spending. 社会保障约占公共支出总额的三分之一。

be born with


生来具有

e.g. He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 他出生在一个非常有钱的家庭。

Module Two Practice and Progress
5. Period Seven and Eight:

· Step One: listening
The instructor can first guide students through the words before the listening and speaking practice, and then let them watch a video clip in which the American President Barack Obama talks about his schooling experience when he was young, and then ask them to do the exercise afterwards.

The instructor can give students 2 to 3 minutes to scan the excerpt of the article and then ask them to watch the video again and then fill in the blanks with the exact words they hear.

This step shall take no more than 25 minutes. 


· Step Two: speaking
The instructor can first give students some Useful Expressions and Sentences related to environment, and then let them watch this video, after which they are required to discuss the following question “What do you think of the students’ role in education?” in groups and then present their ideas to the class. 

The instructor can leave part IV as homework, and then ask students to work in groups of three students and role play: one acts as father, another as mother, and the other as child. Act out how their parents urged them to study when they were a child, and present in the next class.

This step shall take no more than 20 minutes. 

· Step Three: Writing Skills ---- Writing Paragraph Building: Development by Examples
In this part, the instructor should guide the students through the material about (how to develop a paragraph by examples) and writing tips to develop a paragraph by examples, such as:

· 1) Precise. Examples shouldn’t be too broad or general to support your specific opinion.
· 2) Concrete. If examples are too abstract, they may be misunderstanding.
· 3) Relative to your point. Examples should be relative to the main idea you want to express. Avoid irrelative instances.
And then introduce to students some Useful Expressions, such as 

For example/for instance …

… is often cited/quoted/taken as an example.

A good case in point is …

… can serve as an example.

This offers a typical/concrete/dramatic/striking example …

To illustrate this, we may take … as an example. 

History/Our society is filled with the examples …

… shows/exemplifies/illustrates this.

This is shown/exemplified/illustrated by the story of …

As far as … be concerned, the history of … show many instances (in which)…. 

After learning Development by Examples, the students are required to choose one of the given topic sentences and use an example to develop the point.  (Part III Writing Task)[image: image1.png]
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